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Introduction (for the leader)  
Picture a scientist going about some great work. He or she is searching for the 

cure for some horrible disease or making some marvelous new discovery. First the 
scientist digs for facts, looking deeply, studying carefully, investigating every clue, 
relentlessly hunting for any and every fact that will make the discovery deeper, richer, 
and more accurate. 

That is the approach these studies will take with the Gospel of Luke. In these 
studies, we are going to look at Jesus through the eyes of those who actually 
witnessed him, and then told their story. That is what a witness is: a person who sees 
or experiences something, then tells others what he or she has seen. In these studies, 
we are going to look at a wide and interesting variety of witnesses-witnesses who 
have experienced Jesus and share what they have seen. First, we’ll look deeply at 
what they say, and then we’ll draw our own conclusions. 

These studies will use the inductive method, a way of looking into the text for 
the facts, then pondering what they mean, and then considering what they mean for 
our situation today. And what could be more important! One of the most profound 
things in life is to think about God, our relationship with God, and the meaning of life 
and truth. That is what we will be investigating in these studies as we look at these 
witnesses of Jesus and what they have to say to us. 
 
Luke’s Story 

Luke is the author of this Gospel as well as the book of Acts. With these two 
books he actually wrote one fourth of the New Testament! Luke was the only Gentile 
New Testament writer and was a man of broad sympathies. He noticed and wrote 
about groups usually neglected by the cultures of his day: women, children, the sick, 
the poor, outcasts and foreigners. He points to Jesus’ great interest in all kinds of 
people. Luke was also an educated man, a doctor and a historian. And, like the 
scientist described above, he was very careful with his facts, describing incidents with 
historical accuracy and using a rich vocabulary. His reporting is orderly and accurate. 

The Gospel of Luke is a fascinating account of Jesus and those who witnessed 
his life. Luke does not present the facts about Jesus as a statistical report but as a 
story. He tells in an interesting, accurate and reliable way the story of Jesus and what 
that story means for us. May God give your small group rich and rewarding insights as 
you study his Word together! 
 
Notes for the Discussion Leader 

• These guides look at Jesus through the eyes of those who actually witnessed 
him, and then told their story.  



• The studies use the inductive method, a way of looking into the text for the 
facts, then pondering what they mean, and then considering what they mean 
for our situation today. 

• Each study guide will have a copy of the notes and then following a copy of the 
scripture passage ready to print.  

• You only need to print the notes for yourself and the passage for your entire 
study.  

• A printed copy of the scripture passage is helpful for students who may not 
own a bible.  

• Helpful leader’s notes are in italics throughout the guide 
• Put the questions into your own words if you’d like, yet try to stay within the 

intent of each question. 
• Since the questions are based on the construction of the passage, they will 

lead the group to major teachings. Decide how much discussion time each 
group of questions is worth. This will help you pace the discussion. 

• Make sure that each study ends with one or two questions of application, even 
if that means watching the clock and leaving out a few of the suggested 
questions. 

• Pray for the members of your group-that they’ll be prepared and open for the 
study-discussion, and that God would speak powerfully to them as they dig 
into his Word together. 

 
Helpful hints for effective discussion:  

• Approach the Bible as you would any good primary source: be open to learn. 
• Let the text speak for itself rather than depending on something you’ve heard 

or read about it. 
• Expect the text, rather than the leader, to answer questions that come up. 
• Stay in the passage. On occasion, when background information is necessary, 

the study guide may refer the group to another passage. But that is the only 
time to go out of the passage. Don’t go off on tangents into different passages. 

• Stay on the point under discussion. 
• Keep in mind that each person’s part in the discussion helps the group to learn 

more. People who talk easily in discussion can provide for quieter people to 
contribute also. God can use what each one says to help the rest of us. And we 
can honor each other by listening to each other. 

• Begin and end on time. 
• The second time the group meets, it may be helpful to run lightly over these 

guidelines again.  



Study 1: Luke 1:1-4 
Luke the Investigative Witness 

 
Getting Started: Before we dig into the Gospel of Luke, it’s important to reflect on 
our own stories in relation to Jesus. All of us, no matter what our backgrounds and 
experiences, have a story about our relationship with Jesus. Even those of us from 
non-religious or non-Christian backgrounds have some thoughts and opinions about 
Jesus. They may be warm, indifferent or angry opinions. That’s okay. We want to 
establish an accepting, open atmosphere where we listen to each other and grow 
together. Take some time now to share your own stories or thoughts about Jesus and 
your relationship with him at this point in your life. (Note: you can give significant time 
to this sharing as the rest of this first study is relatively short.) 
 
Discussion Questions  

1. Turn to Luke’s own introduction to his Gospel, Luke 1:1-4. Have someone read 
the passage as everyone follows along. From these four verses, what do you 
learn about the Gospel of Luke? What do they tell us about its historical 
accuracy? 

2. Trace through these verses how the “events that were fulfilled among us” came 
to be written down into “orderly accounts.” What process did the writers go 
through? 

3. Who do you think some of these “eyewitnesses” might be? What does Luke say 
about the others who have written accounts? 

4. In verse 3 Luke tells us he wrote to Theophilus. What can we learn about 
Theophilus from the text? Why did Luke write to him? 

5. How do you think Luke’s emphasis on talking to eyewitnesses and writing an 
orderly account will help you as you study his Gospel in the coming weeks? 

6. Suppose Luke just came in the door of your room and told you excitedly about 
his investigation. He’s been talking to eyewitnesses about Jesus and putting 
together an orderly account. What would you like him to investigate, to find 
out about Jesus? What should he find out from the eyewitnesses? Share some 
of the questions you come up with and keep them in mind in the coming 
weeks to see if Luke gives you any answers. 

 
In Closing: What is it that you would most like to learn or experience about Jesus in 
the coming weeks? (You may want to spend some time in prayer as a group asking 
Jesus to reveal himself to you in deep and powerful ways.) 
  



Study 1: Luke 1:1-4 

1 Since many have undertaken to set down an orderly account of the events that have 

been fulfilled among us, 2 just as they were handed on to us by those who from the 

beginning were eyewitnesses and servants of the word, 3 I too decided, after 

investigating everything carefully from the very first, to write an orderly account for 

you, most excellent Theophilus, 4 so that you may know the truth concerning the 

things about which you have been instructed. 

 
  



Study 2: Luke 1:26-38 
Gabriel: The Heavenly Witness 

 
Getting Started: Think of something great. What does “great” mean to you? Share 
your ideas. In this passage, a heavenly visitor comes to Mary and proclaims that she 
will miraculously bear a child, and that he will be great. Let’s see what greatness is for 
Jesus as we delve into this famous passage. 
 
Discussion Questions  

1. Have someone read this text aloud with the rest following along. Verse 26 
gives us a “when,” a time indicator. Look back to verses 5-24 to find out what 
happened six months earlier. 

2. What do we learn about Joseph in verse 27? Why do you think this might be 
significant? How is Mary described? 

3. How does the angel encourage Mary in verses 28-31? Have you ever 
experienced God’s grace or favor in an unusual way? Talk about it. How did it 
feel? How did you respond? 

4. In verse 32 Gabriel says that Jesus will be “great.” Then he describes four 
things that Jesus will be or have or do. What are they? What do these four 
things have in common? (They all have to do with kingship or kingdoms: “Son 
of the Most High,” “give him the throne of . . . David,” “reign over the house of 
Jacob,” “of this kingdom there will be no end.”) 

5. Our concept of kingship these days is pretty shallow, mostly centering around 
the foibles of the British royal family or a certain king buried in Graceland. 
What power did kings have in the ancient world? What would it mean to have a 
king whose kingdom would never end? 

6. What does it mean for us today that Jesus is a king, an eternal king, whose 
kingdom will never end? Where do you think his kingdom is today? How might 
this change or enlarge your concept of Jesus? How does it honestly make you 
feel about him? 

7. What progression do you see in Mary’s responses in verses 29, 34, and 38? 
How does Gabriel answer her question about how this could happen (verses 
35-37)? Have you ever experienced going from confusion to questioning to 
faith? What was the situation? 

8. What do you think the angel’s statement in verse 37 meant for Mary? What 
could it mean for you today? 

 
In Closing: In this story, Gabriel gives an announcement, a Word from God, and 
describes Jesus as the great King. Mary responds, after some perplexity and 



questioning, with faith in this Word. What does it mean for you to live by faith in the 
Word? What would this faith look like? What practical small step of faith could you 
take this week, based on God’s Word? 
 
  



Study 2: Luke 1:26-38 

26 In the sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent by God to a town in Galilee called 

Nazareth, 27 to a virgin engaged to a man whose name was Joseph, of the house of 

David. The virgin’s name was Mary. 28 And he came to her and said, “Greetings, 

favored one! The Lord is with you.” 29 But she was much perplexed by his words and 

pondered what sort of greeting this might be. 30 The angel said to her, “Do not be 

afraid, Mary, for you have found favor with God. 31 And now, you will conceive in your 

womb and bear a son, and you will name him Jesus. 32 He will be great, and will be 

called the Son of the Most High, and the Lord God will give to him the throne of his 

ancestor David. 33 He will reign over the house of Jacob forever, and of his kingdom 

there will be no end.” 34 Mary said to the angel, “How can this be, since I am a 

virgin?” 35 The angel said to her, “The Holy Spirit will come upon you, and the power 

of the Most High will overshadow you; therefore the child to be born will be holy; he 

will be called Son of God. 36 And now, your relative Elizabeth in her old age has also 

conceived a son; and this is the sixth month for her who was said to be barren. 37 For 

nothing will be impossible with God.” 38 Then Mary said, “Here am I, the servant of the 

Lord; let it be with me according to your word.” Then the angel departed from her. 

 
  



Study 3: Luke 2:1-20 
Angels and Shepherds: Joyful Witnesses 

 
Getting Started: When have you experienced good news? Think of a time you 
received good news and share a little about it. In this passage we will read about 
some good news brought by heavenly messengers to some unlikely witnesses. We’ll 
ponder what it means that Jesus is “good news.” 
 
Discussion Questions 

1. Have three people read the passage, one for each paragraph (the paragraphs 
are vs. 1-7; 8-14; 15-20). (Note: for some in the group, even the first few words 
[“In those days a decree went out . . .”] may bring back memories of trees, 
lights, presents, or a midnight mass or service with the family. But a key to 
inductive Bible study is to approach the text in a fresh way as if one had never 
seen it before. This may be hard but urge the group to try.) 

2. In the first few verses, what are some clues that the historian Luke is trying to 
be painfully accurate with his political and historical facts? Why do you think he 
mentions Roman emperors and governors-people of power? 

3. In verses 4-7, what new things do we learn about Joseph and Mary? What facts 
about them are repeated from our study in Luke 1:26-38? Put yourself in the 
drama. How would you feel, trudging over a hundred miles because some 
occupation government officials wanted you to register so they could tax you 
and, if you are a man, possibly draft you into their army? Look again at verse 7. 
What different emotions might Joseph and Mary have experienced? 

4. Shepherds were poor, lower-class people in their society, despised by 
religious Jews because their work kept them away from many religious 
activities. Looking at verses 8-14, why do you think God chose shepherds to be 
the first ones to hear the good news of the birth of Jesus? 

5. In verse 10, the angel talks about “good news of great joy for all people.” Look 
carefully at the three ways Jesus is described in verse 11. What are 
they? (Savior, Messiah [or Christ], Lord.) What would each of these have meant 
for poor Jewish shepherds under Roman occupation in the first century? Take 
time to ponder what each description means to us today. Why is this 
announcement by the angel good news? 

6. Notice the contrast between these majestic titles for Jesus and the poor 
situation into which he was born in verses 6-7. Why do you think Luke 
emphasizes this contrast? 

7. What is the reaction in heaven to the birth of Jesus according to verses 13-14? 
What is a benefit to those on earth? “On earth peace among those whom he 



favors” is a different translation from the one in our traditional Christmas carols, 
but it is more accurate. What do you think it means? 

8. After the angels leave, in verses 15-16, what do the shepherds do? What have 
they become? (Witnesses!-Someone who sees and then tells.) 

9. What is the shepherds’ first act after seeing and experiencing Jesus (verse 17)? 
Think back to the time when you experienced good news in your life. Did you 
want to tell others about the good thing? If we truly experience Jesus in our 
lives, and thus become “witnesses” to his truth as the shepherds were, how 
might we respond? 

 
In closing: Again, put yourself into the passage. What feelings do you think Mary 
experienced in this passage? What feelings did the shepherds experience? Note that 
the shepherds left glorifying and praising God (verse 20). Is there anything in your life 
or experience right now for which you can praise God? Is there anything you are 
thankful for? (Note: you may want to end the study by sharing some things each 
person is thankful for, and then spending time in prayer praising and thanking God.) 
  



Study 3: Luke 2:1-20 

1 In those days a decree went out from Emperor Augustus that all the world should be 

registered. 2 This was the first registration and was taken while Quirinius was governor 

of Syria. 3 All went to their own towns to be registered. 4 Joseph also went from the 

town of Nazareth in Galilee to Judea, to the city of David called Bethlehem, because 

he was descended from the house and family of David. 5 He went to be registered 

with Mary, to whom he was engaged and who was expecting a child. 6 While they 

were there, the time came for her to deliver her child. 7 And she gave birth to her 

firstborn son and wrapped him in bands of cloth, and laid him in a manger, because 

there was no place for them in the inn. 8 In that region there were shepherds living in 

the fields, keeping watch over their flock by night. 9 Then an angel of the Lord stood 

before them, and the glory of the Lord shone around them, and they were 

terrified. 10 But the angel said to them, “Do not be afraid; for see—I am bringing you 

good news of great joy for all the people: 11 to you is born this day in the city of David 

a Savior, who is the Messiah, the Lord. 12 This will be a sign for you: you will find a 

child wrapped in bands of cloth and lying in a manger.” 13 And suddenly there was 

with the angel a multitude of the heavenly host, praising God and saying, 14 “Glory to 

God in the highest heaven, and on earth peace among those whom he favors!” 

15 When the angels had left them and gone into heaven, the shepherds said to one 

another, “Let us go now to Bethlehem and see this thing that has taken place, which 



the Lord has made known to us.” 16 So they went with haste and found Mary and 

Joseph, and the child lying in the manger. 17 When they saw this, they made known 

what had been told them about this child; 18 and all who heard it were amazed at 

what the shepherds told them. 19 But Mary treasured all these words and pondered 

them in her heart. 20 The shepherds returned, glorifying and praising God for all they 

had heard and seen, as it had been told them. 

  



Study 4: Luke 2:22-40 
Simeon and Anna: Patient & Faithful Witnesses 

 
Getting started: What do you want to be like at the end of your life? What do you 
want to have accomplished? You may not have done a lot of thinking about this but 
take a few moments to share some preliminary thoughts. In this study we are going to 
look at two older people whose lives ended well. They seemed to know how to live 
life with power and meaning. Let’s look at their “witness” to Jesus. 
 
Discussion Questions  

1. Have someone (or a few people) read Luke 2: 22-40 aloud. Verses 22-35 are 
about Simeon, verses 36-40 about Anna. 

2. Verses 1-21 of this chapter describe the birth and circumcision of Jesus. Now it 
is time for his “presentation.” How is this ceremony described in verses 22-24? 
Leviticus 12:6-8 in the Old Testament describes the origin of this purification 
ceremony. From the Leviticus passage and verse 24 we get a clue to the 
economic status of Mary and Joseph. What was it? 

3. Look carefully at how Simeon is described in verse 25. Do you know anyone 
like this, who seems to have “the Holy Spirit resting on” them? Share a bit 
about them. What makes them special? 

4. How do you think Simeon felt when he saw Jesus? 
5. Now look at his “song” in verses 29-32. What does he say about the salvation 

that is brought by Jesus? Who were the “Gentiles?” (Everyone who was not 
Jewish.) If this “light of revelation” that Jesus will bring is for the Gentiles, and 
also for the glory of Israel, what is Simeon really saying about the revelation of 
Jesus? 

6. Look at Simeon’s further prophesy in verses 34-35. Why do you think there will 
be opposition to someone bringing the revelation of God? What do you think 
he meant when he said to Mary that “a sword will pierce your own soul”? 

7. How is Anna described in verses 36-37? Do you know any older people who 
are very godly, who seem to worship God with genuine power? Share a bit 
about them. 

8. In verse 38, as soon as Anna saw Jesus, what are two things she does 
immediately in response? How is this similar to the shepherds’ response in 
verses 17 and 20? What seems to be the first thing people do when they truly 
encounter Jesus? Have you encountered Jesus in such a way that would make 
you want to tell others about him? 

9. Compare Simon and Anna. What did they have in common? What was their 
response to encountering Jesus? 



 
In closing: What characterizes those who genuinely seek Jesus? What do they seem 
to do as soon as they encounter him? How do the examples of these two people help 
you as you think about living your life, and ending your life, meaningfully? 
 
  



Study 4: Luke 2:22-40 

22 When the time came for their purification according to the law of Moses, they 

brought him up to Jerusalem to present him to the Lord 23 (as it is written in the law of 

the Lord, “Every firstborn male shall be designated as holy to the Lord”), 24 and they 

offered a sacrifice according to what is stated in the law of the Lord, “a pair of 

turtledoves or two young pigeons.” 25 Now there was a man in Jerusalem whose 

name was Simeon; this man was righteous and devout, looking forward to the 

consolation of Israel, and the Holy Spirit rested on him. 26 It had been revealed to him 

by the Holy Spirit that he would not see death before he had seen the Lord’s Messiah. 

27 Guided by the Spirit, Simeon came into the temple; and when the parents brought 

in the child Jesus, to do for him what was customary under the law, 28 Simeon took 

him in his arms and praised God, saying, 29 “Master, now you are dismissing your 

servant in peace, according to your word; 30 for my eyes have seen your salvation, 31 

which you have prepared in the presence of all peoples, 32 a light for revelation to the 

Gentiles and for glory to your people Israel.” 33 And the child’s father and mother 

were amazed at what was being said about him. 34 Then Simeon blessed them and 

said to his mother Mary, “This child is destined for the falling and the rising of many in 

Israel, and to be a sign that will be opposed 35 so that the inner thoughts of many will 

be revealed—and a sword will pierce your own soul too.” 36 There was also a prophet, 

Anna the daughter of Phanuel, of the tribe of Asher. She was of a great age, having 



lived with her husband seven years after her marriage, 37 then as a widow to the age 

of eighty-four. She never left the temple but worshiped there with fasting and prayer 

night and day. 38 At that moment she came and began to praise God and to speak 

about the child to all who were looking for the redemption of Jerusalem. 39 When 

they had finished everything required by the law of the Lord, they returned to Galilee, 

to their own town of Nazareth. 40 The child grew and became strong, filled with 

wisdom; and the favor of God was upon him. 

 
  



Study 5: Luke 3:1-20 
John the Baptist: the Fiery Witness 

 
Getting started: 
Think for a minute about fire. Have you ever experienced a fire? What good things 
does fire do? What harmful things does it do? 
 
The Gospel of Luke is set in the first century. The nation of Israel is living under the 
heavy hand of Rome and is rife with internal difficulties as well. A man appears on the 
scene whose life affects many people. He is a fiery man, and he speaks of fire in many 
different ways. This man is of such character and influence that some think he may be 
the Messiah. He is not. But he is a significant person in the history of Christianity. His 
name is John. 
 
Discussion Questions  

1. Ask everyone to read Luke 3:1-20 for themselves, and then have the group 
members mention things that impress them about John’s ministry. 

2. As you look more closely at the first two verses, what do they contribute to the 
passage? Why do you think Luke includes this kind of information? History 
shows that Herod and some of the other people listed here were known to be 
morally and spiritually degenerate. What is the source of their authority as 
leaders? How does it compare with John’s? 

3. We’re introduced to John’s work in verse three. What was it? What does it 
mean to repent? (To repent means to be genuinely sorry for sin and to turn 
from it to obey God resolutely. Sin means living independently of God, failing to 
trust him. It is more than just bad morals.) When people came to be baptized 
by John, they confessed their sin and made a “U-turn” toward God. John then 
baptized them. Therefore, what did John’s baptism mean? (When John 
baptized people, this symbolized a radical cleansing of their lives and desire to 
change direction and turn towards God in faith and trust.) 

4. In verses 4-6, Luke quotes from the prophet Isaiah to help us understand more 
about John’s ministry. Look carefully at the picture Isaiah paints and dig out the 
facts there. What do you think this is describing? (This is a picture of a middle-
eastern king and his herald. In those days, when a ruler took a journey, a servant 
or herald was sent ahead of him. This herald warned the people of the land to 
prepare the roadway through the wilderness for the arrival of the king. Holes in 
the road had to be filled, bumps and high places leveled, crooked sections 
straightened and rough spots smoothed.) How is John a herald for “King” 



Jesus? What did it mean for John o make crooked places straight and the 
rough ones smooth? What does this have to do with “repentance”? 

5. The next paragraph, verses 7-9, tells us that a great number of people are 
coming to John for baptism. How does the text explain why John is so stern 
with them? What would be a contemporary way of saying, “I’m okay. I have 
Abraham as my father”? How does John confront this kind of complacency? 

6. As you look at the dialog in verses 10-14, what do you find out about these 
people? What are they like in everyday life? What is John emphasizing about 
genuine repentance? (It has a practical, social context-repentance has to do 
with social justice!) What would practical repentance look like for us today? 

7. According to verse 15, what is the atmosphere of the crowd and the situation? 
From verses 15-17, what do you learn about John? 

8. What does John make clear about Christ in verses 15-17? What is surprising 
about this picture of the Messiah? How do you respond to this? How would the 
baptism by Jesus be different from the baptism by John? How would its effects 
be different in your everyday life? (The baptism by John was only preparatory. 
The baptism by Jesus is real, permanent, and has the powerful meaning that 
the Holy Spirit is truly there-that God is with us and in us.) 

9. In verse 18 John’s preaching is called good news. How is this word of a coming 
judge who will baptize with fire good news? How did he respond to this and 
other things John said? 

10. According to John’s fiery witness, who is Jesus? What do you think of the Jesus 
presented here, and in Luke so far? 

 
In closing: John the Baptist talked about making the crooked straight and rough 
places smooth. What might be some “crooked” or “rough” places in your life? What 
would repentance mean to you in light of this study? What would it mean for you to 
repent in this way? 
 
  



Study 4: Luke 2:22-40 

1 In the fifteenth year of the reign of Emperor Tiberius, when Pontius Pilate was 

governor of Judea, and Herod was ruler of Galilee, and his brother Philip ruler of the 

region of Ituraea and Trachonitis, and Lysanias ruler of Abilene, 2 during the high 

priesthood of Annas and Caiaphas, the word of God came to John son of Zechariah 

in the wilderness. 3 He went into all the region around the Jordan, proclaiming a 

baptism of repentance for the forgiveness of sins, 4 as it is written in the book of the 

words of the prophet Isaiah, “The voice of one crying out in the wilderness: ‘Prepare 

the way of the Lord, make his paths straight. 5 Every valley shall be filled, and every 

mountain and hill shall be made low, and the crooked shall be made straight, and the 

rough ways made smooth; 6 and all flesh shall see the salvation of God.’” 7 John said 

to the crowds that came out to be baptized by him, “You brood of vipers! Who 

warned you to flee from the wrath to come? 8 Bear fruits worthy of repentance. Do not 

begin to say to yourselves, ‘We have Abraham as our ancestor’; for I tell you, God is 

able from these stones to raise up children to Abraham. 9 Even now the ax is lying at 

the root of the trees; every tree therefore that does not bear good fruit is cut down 

and thrown into the fire.” 10 And the crowds asked him, “What then should we do?” 11 

In reply he said to them, “Whoever has two coats must share with anyone who has 

none; and whoever has food must do likewise.” 12 Even tax collectors came to be 

baptized, and they asked him, “Teacher, what should we do?” 13 He said to them, 



“Collect no more than the amount prescribed for you.” 14 Soldiers also asked him, 

“And we, what should we do?” He said to them, “Do not extort money from anyone 

by threats or false accusation, and be satisfied with your wages.” 15 As the people 

were filled with expectation, and all were questioning in their hearts concerning John, 

whether he might be the Messiah, 16 John answered all of them by saying, “I baptize 

you with water; but one who is more powerful than I is coming; I am not worthy to 

untie the thong of his sandals. He will baptize you with[e] the Holy Spirit and fire. 17 His 

winnowing fork is in his hand, to clear his threshing floor and to gather the wheat into 

his granary; but the chaff he will burn with unquenchable fire.” 18 So, with many other 

exhortations, he proclaimed the good news to the people. 19 But Herod the ruler, 

who had been rebuked by him because of Herodias, his brother’s wife, and because 

of all the evil things that Herod had done, 20 added to them all by shutting up John in 

prison. 

  



Study 6: Luke 4:16-30 
The Witness of Scripture 

 
Getting Started: What do you really think of the Bible? What is it to you? Is it a 
mysterious holy book? A book only priests or scholars can interpret? Is it a bunch of 
myths? Good moral teaching? Just the words of people? The Word of God? (Note: 
you can have a lively discussion if people share honestly!) 
In this study we are going to see Jesus’ attitude toward the Bible of his day-what we 
call the Old Testament. We’ll see how he took it as an authoritative witness to himself 
and gave his audience a radical twist on its interpretation. 
 
Discussion Questions 

1. Review the section that comes just before our passage, the story of the 
temptation of Jesus and how he defeated Satan by quoting from Scripture. 
Then have someone or a few people read the study passage, Luke 4:16-30. 

2. Take some time to share all the facts you see in verses 16-17. What is the 
special designation given to Nazareth? What do these verses imply about 
Jesus’ attendance at synagogue services? 

3. The tradition in the synagogues of Jesus’ day was not to have a regular 
minister/preacher for each synagogue, but rather to have the Scripture read 
and discussed. Often a distinguished visitor was asked to read the Scripture 
and comment on it. Why do you think Luke put such an emphasis on Jesus’ 
reading of this Scripture in Isaiah? 

4. The Scripture Jesus read, verses 18-19, is a quote from Isaiah 61:1-2. As Jesus 
applies this to himself, what was he anointed by the Spirit to do? Who are the 
four groups of people mentioned here? What do they all have in common? 
Look carefully at each one and ponder what it means: 

a. What is the good news that is going to the poor? 
b. Who are the captives that will be released? What do you think this 

meant for the people of that time? What does it mean for us in our time? 
c. Who are the blind, then and now? 
d. Who are the oppressed, then and now? What would freedom mean for 

them? 
5. Verse 19 is a quote from Isaiah but also alludes to Leviticus 25:10, which 

describes the Year of Jubilee, an every-fifty-year festival of freedom, worship 
and economic justice. What do you think the “year of the Lord’s favor” is that 
Jesus is going to proclaim? 

6. Looking again at verses 18-19 as a whole, how is Jesus defining his mission? 
Why do you think he stresses that the poor, the captive, the blind and the 



oppressed will be the focus of his ministry? What does this say to people who 
feel that the purpose of Christians is to “save souls” and not worry about social 
needs? 

7. After the reading, Jesus applies it all to himself. What is he saying in his one-
sentence sermon in verse 21? 

8. How do his hearers respond in verse 22? Jesus then confronts them with some 
very sharp words. In verses 23-24, what is Jesus saying about the people’s real 
response to him, in their hearts, underneath their kind words? What does this 
say about our response to him? 

9. In verses 25-27, Jesus is referring to two Old Testament stories (1 Kings 17:1-
24 and 2 Kings 5:1-14) that would be familiar to the people then but are not so 
familiar to us. Look closely at the two people who receive ministry: the widow 
at Zarephath in Sidon in verse 26, and Naaman the Syrian leper in verse 27. 
What do they have in common? (They were both Gentiles.) Does this give you a 
clue as to why Jesus’ Jewish hometown listeners were so mad? The Jewish 
people at the time felt that they were the special objects of God’s love. What 
does this say about the scope of God’s love? In verses 18-19 and 25-27, for 
whom does God seem to have a special preference? 

10. Jesus took very seriously the authority of the Scripture of his day, and its 
witness to him. What did the combined witness of all of the Old Testament 
Scriptures mentioned in this passage say about Jesus? Who is he, and what is 
his mission? What in this passage was surprising or intriguing for you? Why? 

 
In closing: How does the emphasis on Jesus’ love for sinners, the outcast and the 
blind apply to you? What does it say about the priorities his people should operate 
by? Who are the poor, captive, blind or oppressed people on your campus or living 
near you? What can your group do to show Jesus’ love to them? 
 
  



Study 6: Luke 4:16-30 

16 When he came to Nazareth, where he had been brought up, he went to the 

synagogue on the sabbath day, as was his custom. He stood up to read, 17 and the 

scroll of the prophet Isaiah was given to him. He unrolled the scroll and found the 

place where it was written: 18 “The Spirit of the Lord is upon me, because he has 

anointed me to bring good news to the poor. He has sent me to proclaim release to 

the captives and recovery of sight to the blind, to let the oppressed go free, 19 to 

proclaim the year of the Lord’s favor.” 20 And he rolled up the scroll, gave it back to 

the attendant, and sat down. The eyes of all in the synagogue were fixed on 

him. 21 Then he began to say to them, “Today this scripture has been fulfilled in your 

hearing.” 22 All spoke well of him and were amazed at the gracious words that came 

from his mouth. They said, “Is not this Joseph’s son?” 23 He said to them, “Doubtless 

you will quote to me this proverb, ‘Doctor, cure yourself!’ And you will say, ‘Do here 

also in your hometown the things that we have heard you did at Capernaum.’” 24 And 

he said, “Truly I tell you, no prophet is accepted in the prophet’s hometown. 25 But 

the truth is, there were many widows in Israel in the time of Elijah, when the heaven 

was shut up three years and six months, and there was a severe famine over all the 

land; 26 yet Elijah was sent to none of them except to a widow at Zarephath in Sidon. 

27 There were also many lepers in Israel in the time of the prophet Elisha, and none of 

them was cleansed except Naaman the Syrian.” 28 When they heard this, all in the 



synagogue were filled with rage. 29 They got up, drove him out of the town, and led 

him to the brow of the hill on which their town was built, so that they might hurl him 

off the cliff. 30 But he passed through the midst of them and went on his way. 

 
 
 
  



Study 7: Luke 5:1-11 
Simon Peter, a Humbled Witness 

 
Getting Started: In what areas of your life do you feel confident or experienced or 
affirmed by others? In what part of your life do you think you can handle things fairly 
well by yourself? In this study we will look at a person who was a true professional, 
someone who could handle things by himself-and yet who, in the context of his 
profession, learned some amazing things about Jesus. 
 
Discussion Questions  

1. Ask someone who enjoys reading to read the passage aloud-and dramatically. 
Everyone else should follow along and notice as much as they can about the 
scene. 

2. As you look at the first five verses, put yourself in the scene. Pretend this is a 
movie. Who is there? What sounds do you hear? What do you smell? What are 
your visual impressions? (Note: Simon [also called Simon Peter and later just 
Peter], James, and John have known Jesus for a year, but are not yet his 
disciples. The Lake of Gennesaret aka the Lake of Galilee, a harp-shaped lake 
13 miles long and 6-7 miles across, circled by gently rolling hills.) 

3. Why do you think Jesus gets into the boat? (Open water is a natural amplifier 
for sound.) 

4. In verse 4, how does the scene change? If you were Simon, how would you be 
feeling? What would be on your mind? Consider what Jesus says to him in 
verse 4. What difficulties would an experienced fisherman have with this 
suggestion? (Night is often the best time for fishing and shallow areas are the 
best places.) What do you notice in Simon’s response in verse 5? What feelings 
and conflicts are Peter expressing? 

5. Look at verses 6-7. What words and phrases in these verses indicate the size of 
the catch? Why is the size of the catch significant? 

6. What is Simon’s reaction in verse 8? Is this what you would expect? From his 
reaction, what do you think he perceives about Jesus? What does he perceive 
about himself? Why do you think he says he is a sinful man? Why is this an 
especially strong experience for Simon (being a fisherman)? What does his 
response say about who Jesus is? What does this say about who we are? 

7. What might Jesus be saying to you about an area of your life where you feel 
confident, or perhaps over-confident? What might he be saying to you about 
what trust in him means, or what faith is? 

8. Notice the way Jesus responds to Simon in verse 10. How might he have 
responded? “You will be catching people” (King James version: “I will make 



you fishers of men”) is a famous phrase. What do you think it meant to Simon 
Peter? What does it mean for you? Why does Jesus say this to Simon now, 
rather than saying it earlier? 

9. James and John have watched this whole thing. What might have gone 
through their minds as Jesus made the suggestion to Simon about putting out 
into the deep? 

10. How does the story end, in verse 11? If you had been one of these three 
fishermen, what characteristics of Jesus would have led you to leave everything 
to follow him? What do they learn in this experience that they’ll need in the 
work they’ll be doing from now on? 

 
In Closing: What does it really mean to follow Jesus? How has Jesus shown his 
trustworthiness to be followed? What did it mean for Peter, James, and John? What 
does it mean for you? Is there anything holding you back from freely following Jesus? 
Or, summarize Simon’s story (learning of Jesus, being skeptical of his command, 
following his Word, seeing power demonstrated, repenting, being called to deeper 
service). In what ways are these elements present in our stories-our spiritual journeys? 
Luke 5:1-11New Revised Standard Version (NRSV) 
 
  



Study 7: Luke 5:1-11 

1 Once while Jesus was standing beside the lake of Gennesaret, and the crowd was 

pressing in on him to hear the word of God, 2 he saw two boats there at the shore of 

the lake; the fishermen had gone out of them and were washing their nets. 3 He got 

into one of the boats, the one belonging to Simon, and asked him to put out a little 

way from the shore. Then he sat down and taught the crowds from the boat. 4 When 

he had finished speaking, he said to Simon, “Put out into the deep water and let 

down your nets for a catch.” 5 Simon answered, “Master, we have worked all night 

long but have caught nothing. Yet if you say so, I will let down the nets.” 6 When they 

had done this, they caught so many fish that their nets were beginning to break. 7 So 

they signaled their partners in the other boat to come and help them. And they came 

and filled both boats, so that they began to sink. 8 But when Simon Peter saw it, he fell 

down at Jesus’ knees, saying, “Go away from me, Lord, for I am a sinful man!” 9 For he 

and all who were with him were amazed at the catch of fish that they had taken; 10 and 

so also were James and John, sons of Zebedee, who were partners with Simon. Then 

Jesus said to Simon, “Do not be afraid; from now on you will be catching people.” 11 

When they had brought their boats to shore, they left everything and followed him. 

  



Study 8: Luke 7:1-10 
The Roman Centurion: A Gentile Witness 

 
Getting Started: Faith is a word that we hear a lot. How would you define it? In this 
study we are going to take a fresh look at what faith is, and what faith in Jesus means 
in a practical way, through the witness of a Roman soldier. The setting is the Jewish 
town of Capernaum on the shore of the Sea of Galilee. Jesus has just finished 
teaching about practical obedience (6:46-49). He is now interacting with a person in a 
crisis. 
 
Discussion Questions 

1. Have someone read aloud Luke 7:1-10. Ask the group to be noticing the 
different kinds of people involved in this experience. 

2. Looking at the first five verses, what is interesting about how the centurion 
approaches Jesus? 

3. This centurion is part of the Roman occupation army in Israel. He had authority 
over 100 men. How do the people in an occupied country usually feel about 
the occupying army? How is this centurion unusual? Why do you think he 
would ask for help from Jesus? Why would he involve elders of the Jews? 

4. Which words and phrases in verses 4 and 5 indicate the regard of the Jewish 
leaders for the centurion? Why do you think Jesus goes with them? 

5. Consider the centurion’s request in verse 3. Then look at his request in verses 6 
and 7. What is the difference in the two requests? Why do you think he 
changes what he asks? 

6. Why do you think there is a contrast between the elders’ view of the centurion, 
verse 4, and the centurion’s view of himself, verse 6? How is he showing trust in 
Jesus in verse 7? 

7. Contrast the authority of the centurion and Jesus in terms of origin and extent 
(verses 7 and 8). 

8. In what ways does Jesus respond to the centurion’s faith in him? How are the 
different people in this account affected by Jesus’ response? 

9. What evidences of true faith do you find in the centurion, from the start of the 
passage on through? What does this true faith look like in this passage? How is 
it expressed? 

 
In Closing: What are some ways we can show true, practical faith in Jesus’ care and 
authority? What can we trust him for this week, and how can we demonstrate our 
trust? Looking back over the studies we have done so far, how has your view of who 
Jesus is and what it means to have faith in him grown or changed? 



Study 8: Luke 7:1-10 

1 After Jesus had finished all his sayings in the hearing of the people, he entered 

Capernaum. 2 A centurion there had a slave whom he valued highly, and who was ill 

and close to death. 3 When he heard about Jesus, he sent some Jewish elders to him, 

asking him to come and heal his slave. 4 When they came to Jesus, they appealed to 

him earnestly, saying, “He is worthy of having you do this for him, 5 for he loves our 

people, and it is he who built our synagogue for us.” 6 And Jesus went with them, but 

when he was not far from the house, the centurion sent friends to say to him, “Lord, 

do not trouble yourself, for I am not worthy to have you come under my roof; 7 

therefore I did not presume to come to you. But only speak the word, and let my 

servant be healed. 8 For I also am a man set under authority, with soldiers under me; 

and I say to one, ‘Go,’ and he goes, and to another, ‘Come,’ and he comes, and to my 

slave, ‘Do this,’ and the slave does it.” 9 When Jesus heard this he was amazed at him, 

and turning to the crowd that followed him, he said, “I tell you, not even in Israel have 

I found such faith.” 10 When those who had been sent returned to the house, they 

found the slave in good health. 

  



Study 9: Luke 7:36-50 
The Forgiven Woman: A Loving Witness 

 
Getting Started: Tell about a time in your life when you were incredibly thankful and 
relieved. Jesus has been performing great miracles before the people, and teaching 
with great authority. One day, he accepts a dinner invitation into an astute citizen’s 
household, and surprising things happen! 
 
Discussion Questions 

1. Have someone read Luke 7:36-50. In verses 36-39, how is the woman 
described? Look carefully at what she does. What different emotions does she 
express here? How do you think she feels about herself? What would motivate 
this woman to crash a dinner party, bring this expensive gift and weep before 
Jesus? 

2. What might we learn here about approaching Jesus? 
3. In verse 39, how does Simon, the host, react to this uninvited guest? How do 

you think he feels about himself? How does he feel about Jesus? (Notice also 
the deference he gives Jesus in verse 40.) 

4. Jesus responds to Simon with a story in verses 40-43. Notice all the facts. What 
is the point of the story? What is the significance of the creditor’s canceling the 
debts? 

5. Notice the interesting turn that Jesus takes toward Simon in verses 44-47. How 
is Simon different from the woman? How is she better than he? Who do you 
think is the worse sinner here, the woman or Simon? (Note: this is not an easily 
answered question. There should be quite a bit of discussion since there are 
good arguments on both sides.) 

6. In verse 47, what is the response that Jesus wants in those whom he forgives? 
Do you think this characterizes the lives of those who are believers in Jesus, 
forgiven by him? Does it characterize your life? 

7. What is significant about Jesus’ words in verse 48? Since only God can forgive 
sins, and Jesus forgave sins, what is he saying about himself? How do the 
guests respond (verse 49)? 

8. How do you think the woman felt in verse 50? How has she shown faith? 
According to the witness of this woman, what is true faith in Jesus? 

9. With which person in this story do you most identify, and why? 
 
In closing: Go over again the woman’s steps to commitment and faith (deep 
repentance, love for Jesus, unabashed and almost wasteful commitment to him, faith 



put in him, sins forgiven). Have you ever made a deep commitment of faith in Jesus 
like this woman? What would prevent you from doing that? 
Or, many students have difficulty believing that Jesus really loves them. If you are in 
that situation, what barriers do you feel are hindering you from accepting Jesus’ love? 
Perhaps pride like Simon’s? Or perhaps fear, or broken trust? What would help you to 
begin breaking through these barriers and accepting the love Jesus has for 
you? (Offer the group some extra time to think through these issues. Allow those who 
wish to share their thoughts to do so.) 
Or, the response that Jesus wants from those he forgives is love (verse 47). What 
would it mean for you to love Jesus the way this woman did? Does this love 
characterize your life? Your group’s life? How can you demonstrate love this week? 

 
  



Study 9: Luke 7:36-50 

36 One of the Pharisees asked Jesus to eat with him, and he went into the Pharisee’s 

house and took his place at the table. 37 And a woman in the city, who was a sinner, 

having learned that he was eating in the Pharisee’s house, brought an alabaster jar of 

ointment. 38 She stood behind him at his feet, weeping, and began to bathe his feet 

with her tears and to dry them with her hair. Then she continued kissing his feet and 

anointing them with the ointment. 39 Now when the Pharisee who had invited him saw 

it, he said to himself, “If this man were a prophet, he would have known who and what 

kind of woman this is who is touching him—that she is a sinner.” 40 Jesus spoke up and 

said to him, “Simon, I have something to say to you.” “Teacher,” he replied, “speak.” 

41 “A certain creditor had two debtors; one owed five hundred denarii, and the other 

fifty. 42 When they could not pay, he canceled the debts for both of them. Now which 

of them will love him more?” 43 Simon answered, “I suppose the one for whom he 

canceled the greater debt.” And Jesus said to him, “You have judged rightly.” 44 Then 

turning toward the woman, he said to Simon, “Do you see this woman? I entered your 

house; you gave me no water for my feet, but she has bathed my feet with her tears 

and dried them with her hair. 45 You gave me no kiss, but from the time I came in she 

has not stopped kissing my feet. 46 You did not anoint my head with oil, but she has 

anointed my feet with ointment. 47 Therefore, I tell you, her sins, which were many, 

have been forgiven; hence she has shown great love. But the one to whom little is 



forgiven, loves little.” 48 Then he said to her, “Your sins are forgiven.” 49 But those who 

were at the table with him began to say among themselves, “Who is this who even 

forgives sins?” 50 And he said to the woman, “Your faith has saved you; go in peace.” 

 
 
 
  



Study 10: Luke 9:18-27 
The Witness of Peter and the Disciples 

 
Getting Started: Picture yourself before a really big exam. What do you feel like? 
What is going on in your head? Jesus had been ministering with his disciples for a 
few years. They had seen his mighty acts, heard his powerful words. Now it is time for 
the big test. Would they know and understand who he really is? Would they present a 
proper “witness” of what they had seen and heard? This passage is a hinge point in 
Luke. After this he “sets his face toward Jerusalem” where he knows he will die (verse 
51). 
 
Discussion Questions 

1. Have someone read Luke 9: 18-27. In verse 18, what does Jesus ask to get the 
disciples thinking? Why do you think he asked a general question before his 
next very personal and very specific question in verse 20? 

2. Why do you think people would have thought Jesus was John the Baptist? 
How would he have reminded people of Elijah? Why do they think they 
thought that in Jesus one of the ancient prophets had arisen? 

3. Look at Peter’s answer in verse 20. What do you think his own words meant to 
him? What do they mean for us today? 

4. Since Peter answered the question correctly, one would assume Jesus would 
breathe a sigh of relief and then commend Peter and the other disciples. But 
what does Jesus do in verse 21? Why do you think he did this? How does the 
fact that he must suffer, be rejected, be killed and rise again explain why the 
disciples couldn’t tell the world that he is the Messiah at that point? (Remember 
that he still had a year or so of ministry to go.) 

5. Verses 23-26 are a profound summary of what it means to be a follower of 
Jesus-a disciple, one who learns from a teacher. What are three things in verse 
23 that one must do to become his follower? What do each of these mean for 
us today? 

6. What do you think Jesus means by “lose their life for my sake” in verses 24-25? 
How does this “save” our lives? 

7. What does he not want his followers to be, in verse 26? What would be the 
positive opposite of being ashamed of him? Have you had opportunities 
recently to share what you have experienced of him? How have you felt about 
the witness that you shared? 

8. The exact meaning of verse 27 is controversial. What do you think he meant by 
“seeing the kingdom of God?” (Some scholars think that the next incident, the 



Transfiguration, helps fulfill this promise as does his resurrection, the Spirit 
coming at Pentecost, etc.) 

9. From this passage, what does it mean for you to be a follower of Jesus? 
 
In Closing Review: During our ten weeks of study, we have looked at a number of 
“witnesses” to Jesus, each of whom told us something about him. That is what a 
witness is, someone who has seen something and then tells what they have seen or 
encountered. Quickly review each of the witnesses (perhaps write them on a 
chalkboard, overhead, or easel) and consider what they said about Jesus. What did 
they have in common, and how were they different? 
 
Who was your favorite witness, and why? How have you grown and changed in your 
knowledge of and relationship to Jesus during this time? What impresses you about 
him? How have you experienced him during these studies? How are you going to 
respond? 
 
  



Study 10: Luke 9:18-27 

18 Once when Jesus was praying alone, with only the disciples near him, he asked 

them, “Who do the crowds say that I am?” 19 They answered, “John the Baptist; but 

others, Elijah; and still others, that one of the ancient prophets has arisen.” 20 He said 

to them, “But who do you say that I am?” Peter answered, “The Messiah of God.” 21 He 

sternly ordered and commanded them not to tell anyone, 22 saying, “The Son of Man 

must undergo great suffering, and be rejected by the elders, chief priests, and 

scribes, and be killed, and on the third day be raised.” 23 Then he said to them all, “If 

any want to become my followers, let them deny themselves and take up their cross 

daily and follow me. 24 For those who want to save their life will lose it, and those who 

lose their life for my sake will save it. 25 What does it profit them if they gain the whole 

world, but lose or forfeit themselves? 26 Those who are ashamed of me and of my 

words, of them the Son of Man will be ashamed when he comes in his glory and the 

glory of the Father and of the holy angels. 27 But truly I tell you, there are some 

standing here who will not taste death before they see the kingdom of God.” 

 
 
  



Create Your Own Bible Studies 
If you want to continue with the book of Matthew or create your own studies – here is a 

helpful guide to get you started.  
 
Inductive Method (OAI): a way of approaching scripture that is finds clues to uncover 
a main truth rather than finding multiple scriptures to support a single main point.   
Observation  

• Goal is to be emotionally and intellectually engaged by the scripture  
Interpretation  

• Goal is to come to wisdom and understanding about the meaning of the text 
for the original audience for those studying it today.  

Application  
• Goal is to participate with God in the transformational power of the Word.  

 
Writing your Bible Study  
Step 1: Preparation  

1. Write down all questions that come to mind as you read the passage.  
2. Look up any context or definitions that will help interpret the passage. 

www.blueletterbible.com or biblegateway.com has dictionaries, commentaries 
and concordances.  

3. Decide how God is calling you to personally or communally live out the 
passage.  

4. Pray for your small group members and for the active response.  
 
Step 2: Discussion Questions  

1. Debrief: How did you live out what we studied last week? (You can use this as 
an icebreaker.)  

2. Read the passage as a group.  
3. What stands out to you? ...Anyone want to add anything to that? 3. What's one 

question you have? (You can write out questions as people share - if you don’t 
know the answer ask the group: Does anyone have thoughts about that 
question? ...Or you can look up later and answer it the next week.)  

4. What do you learn about what God is like? 
5. What one thing do you want to do to live this passage out? (If there is 

something you can do together as a small group - suggest that as a discipleship 
cycle.)  

 
Step 3: Debrief with co-leader or mentor 

1. Write down who attended and pray for each person.  



2. Figure out who each leader needs to follow up with that week.  
3. Discuss where you saw God at work during your small group. 

 
Helpful Hints:  

• Call members the day before to invite them. Cast good vision for why come.  
• Bring snacks. People come when there is food. We want to physically and 

spiritually feed them.  
• Print out the passage for your group. It helps those who don’t come from a 

Christian background feel welcomed, because owning a bible isn’t necessary.  


